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T he Mangalitsa is a typical lard-type pig, medium body size, with a very fine but strong skeletal 

structure.  It was  developed  from  1833  on  in  the  Austria-Hungarian  Empire,  but  not  formally 
recognized as a distinct breed until 1927. 

No Mangalitsa pig ever was in the USA until 2007, and none of 
the Blondes or Reds until 2010, when they finally were imported 
from Austria. After actively trying for over 3 years to obtain new, 
non-Austrian  origin  blood  lines,  in  November  2014  the  first 
Blonde and Red original Hungarian breeding stock arrived from 
the Netherlands. 

18  animals  were  imported  with  registration  papers  from  the 
Hungarian  Mangalitsa  Breeders  Association  (MOE),  currently 
the largest national Mangalitsa breeding association in the world. 6 additional Reds and 7 Swallow 
belly followed in May 2016 from  Barbara Meyer zu Altenschildesche in the Netherlands. The number 
of distinct blood lines available in Hungary currently are at 27, and the names of the boar lines are 
registered in the coding system of the computerized national registration system.
The number of lines available from Hungary currently are as follows: 9 Blonde, 7 Red and 11 Swallow 
Belly. 

There is a very well established and obligatory review process before any animal can be included in 
the breed book, now followed for Royal Mangalitsa pedigrees as well.

T hese new available blood lines of Blonde and Red Mangalitsas will greatly improve the existing 

breeding stock, and their inbreeding ratio, in the USA & Canada. For details on available animals and 
their blood lines please contact us at royal-mangalitsa@hotmail.com  
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# There are 3 distinct color variations in Mangalitsa pigs  $

             

# Swallow Belly Mangalitsa   #  Blonde Mangalitsa  $  Red Mangalitsa $
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# The Blonde Mangalitsa $
This is by far the most popular variety, and also the original Mangalitsa. Sixty percent plus of all 
the Mangalitsa’s in the world are Blonde.

The fur is dense and long, curling quite a bit in the winter, softer, shorter and more straight in the 
warmer month. Seasonal moulting is standard, and the fur of the pigs can be from more greyish to 
yellow or yellowish red. The yellowish red coloration is caused mostly by soil conditions.
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# The Red Mangalitsa $
Derived from the crossing of the Blonde Mangalitsa with the Szalontai hog, the fur is of reddish 

color, quite dark or reddish brown and lighter shade. Body size and weight exceed that of the other 
Mangalitsas,  and  it  is  distinguished  by  higher  fertility  and  growth  rate.  It  is  the  newest  of  the 
Mangalitsas, developed only starting in 1910, but by the 1960’s was a perfectly adjusted part of the 
breed according to all its standards.
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# The Swallow Belly Mangalitsa $
Developed from crossing the Blonde and now extinct Black Mangalitsa, its back is black and the 

belly and the thighs are blonde. It  was the first type of Mangalitsa imported to the U.S.,  as most 
breeding animals were available in Austria at that time. All characteristics of this variety are the same 
as the other two. It is the smallest of the 3 variations. 
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#  The Black Mangalitsa $
For more information on this rebreeding effort please contact 

Péter Tóth at toth.peter@olmosestoth.hu 

#  The “Wellman Fleck” $
The ”Wellman Fleck”, which is a variety specific feature of the breed, a bright mark (1.2 to 2 inches in 

diameter) displaying a gradual transition to the pigmented skin, can be found on the lower edge of 
the ear. 
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#  General Characteristics $

The head is  medium-long and the back of  the nose forms a  slightly  broken line.   The ears  are 

medium-large and tip forward.  The eyes are brown, the eyebrows and eyelashes are black. The root 
of the tail  is characteristically thick and the tail  tassel is always black.  The minimum number of 
nipples is 5 normally developed nipples on either side. 

More than 6 is a sign of crosses!! 

The line of the back is slightly curved; the loin is short or medium-long. 

They have 2 ribs less (like the wild boar) than other breeds

Undesirable defects in breed specific characteristics:

*Light or pink colored skin in the belly area

*Un-pigmented body openings

*Dark-brown bristle-ends.

*Ears spotted with brown or black bristle

*Either too fine or too rough bristles

*Too little upright or too big hanging ears
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Defects in the breed specific characteristics that are not allowed:

*Well-defined white spots on the skin

*Black or brown spots in the bristles

*Yellow or yellow striped nails     

*Pink nipples

*Totally white tail tassel

*White eye-brows or eye-lashes

The  Mangalitsa  pig  is  known  for  its  even  temperament  and  social  behavior,  and  can  become 

extremely tame under the right circumstances. Please do not underestimate the strength of a fully 
gown animal, always treat them with respect.

It is easy to keep in natural growing conditions, grouping together quite naturally, and is an excellent 
forager needing minimal, basic care, shelter and feed even in extreme weather. In other words, it is the 
perfect free-range pasture pig.
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In order to preserve the Mangalitsa Breed in its original genotype and phenotype characteristics, 

cross breeding among the 3 colors is not allowed for breeding stock. Lineage Certificates will not be 
issued for cross bred animals, but they of course create 100% certified Mangalitsa pork. 

It is not recommended to breed gilts before they are fully grown, what generally is around 12 - 14 
month of age.
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#  Commodity pigs - cross breeding $

The pure bred Mangalitsa is the absolute perfect pig for charcuterie, and its meat is known as the 

“Kobe beef of pork”. 

But for those breeders that need a shorter maturing time and are looking for larger litter sizes, or have 
customers that prefer a higher meat to fat ratio, crossbreeding of the Mangalitsa with other breeds has 
proven to be very successful. 

Frequently  crosses  are  made  between  Mangalitsa  and  Old  Line  Duroc,  commonly  known  as 
“Mangrocs”,  or  Mangalitsa  and  Berkshire,  commonly  known  as  “Berkelitsas”.  These  particular 
crosses  make  for  excellent  roasting  pigs,  and  have  become  quite  popular.  Other  very  successful 
crosses include Mangalitsa/Red Wattles and Large Blacks.

To keep in mind when you cross breed: the FAT is not the same anymore!!
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#  Additional Information $

The cook book “The Mangalitsa Pig – Royalty is coming to America”  is available on Amazon.com at 
http://www.amazon.com/The-Mangalitsa-Pig-Royalty-America/dp/6155417040/
ref=cm_cr_pr_product_top?ie=UTF8
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#  Advice & Education $

For  inquiries about consulting services of all types concerning the Mangalitsa Pigs, please contact 

Barbara Meyer zu Altenschildesche directly at royal-mangalitsa@hotmail.com  

An annual breeders meeting is planned in Haslett, Michigan from the Summer of 2017 on,
to review, select and discuss available blood lines and proven breeding boars. 

Anybody with interest in further developing and promoting the breed will be welcome. Details will 
be available on our website.
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The Mangalitsa Pig 

Fore more info contact 

 Royal Mangalitsa
 

USA - 216 E Shoesmith Rd, Haslett, MI 48840
Tel 517 712 9589

Netherlands -Jhr.Dr.C.J.Sandbergweg 25, 3852 PT Ermelo 
+31 6 11988242

www.royal-mangalitsa.com 
royal-mangalitsa@hotmail.com  

A Royal Breed
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